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have good reason to ascribe its decline and fall to
snobbery. The Arab countries are backward, but the
bedouin knows more of the spirit of democracy than we
do. For he believes he is the equal of the Emir and of
his slave, because all are equally brothers in Islam.

XXIV

As the plane droned through the darkness over Europe,
I remembered the slow ship crossing the equator on the
voyage home three years ago. I saw the green sack
slip with a tiny splash into the sea: I felt the sticky
warm breeze fanning my cheeks as I lay on deck in the
moonlight longing for the end of my journey, yet afraid
to look ahead.

It is still uncomfortable to look ahead. There would
be hope if we could believe that a new code would be
given to the world, a new morality by which mankind
could live in happiness, a new creed which would
change the way man lives to ways of love and beauty.
But for thousands of years Commandments have been
given to men; religions have been revealed; and all
their prophets consider the individual, proclaiming that
the spirit is more important than the flesh, putting free-
dom before wealth. Yet we daily contribute more
power to the State, surrendering more of our liberty in
the hope of greater comfort. And only a few are free
to make the decision between freedom and comfort.
Therein lies the most bitter inequality.

"The slaves of domestic tyranny/' said Gibbon,
" may vainly exult in their national independence: but
the Arab is personally free/' In the choice between